Mon 27 Jun - Fri1July

QUEEN

SUPPORTED BY

s Da-_"‘ Supported using public funding by f
%« | ARTS COUNCIL ﬁé "&
ENGLAND Coventry City Council







Welcome to this performance of May Queen, the critically-acclaimed play which made its world premiere last
summer as part of Paines Plough’s Roundabout residency in Wood End, co-produced with the Belgrade for
Coventry UK City of Culture 2021.

With a Midlands-based company, May Queen is directed by former Belgrade Co-Artistic Director for 2021,
Balisha Karra, as she returns to direct the Coventry story following last year’s success. Written by
Coventry-born Frankie Meredith and starring Midlands actress Yasmin Dawes, May Queen is truly a show
which platforms local talent and stories.

May Queen puts Coventry as its centre, as we follow sixteen-year-old Leigh, who has just been crowned
Coventry’s May Queen. During the festivities, our Queen is inevitably toppled. As the year moves on in our City
of Peace and Reconciliation, Leigh has to face up to the events of that hot May Day. Can she dig deep within our
City’s history to ask how she got there, and how she can get out?

Following May Queen, and bringing our Spring Season of produced work to a close will be The Allesley Silas,
which was first staged in Allesley last summer as part of Coventry UK City of Culture’s summer programme.
The show, which played to sell-out audiences last year, now finds its new home in our B2 auditorium, running
from Sat 23 - Sat 30 July.

Adapted from George Eliot’s beloved novel Silas Marner by Coventry playwright, and Vice Chairman of the
Belgrade’s Board, Alan Pollock (One Night in November), The Allesley Silas is set in Raveloe, a fictional version
of Allesley itself. The tale of hope, redemption and the unshakeable power of the human spirit is told through
the story of an outsider, who, as he cares for a child, finds a connection within his community.

From September onwards, we welcome an incredible Autumn Season with highlights like West End hit
musicals SIX, Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, and The Rocky Horror Show, classic drama An
Inspector Calls and The Mousetrap, plus the world premiere of the brand new musical Bombay Superstar,
co-produced by the Belgrade, Phizzical Productions (Stardust, Bring on the Bollywood) and New Wolsey Theatre.

Our B2 auditorium will play host to a season of talent development
opportunities, with a new local artist taking over the space each week to
develop a new idea. Here at the Belgrade, our whole team are passionate about
trying new ways of working, in partnership with others who bring different
expertise and lived experience. We are excited to find even more inclusive ways
of working to support the breadth of local talent.

Thank you to our loyal audiences for your continued support of the Belgrade.
We look forward to having you back soon.

Laura Elliot (CEO) and Corey Campbell (Creative Director)



Cast & Creatives







Bah,sha Karre Frankie Meredith

roprt -
1':.-/ L '.‘.HA_A Jf-'lr LIIle."IIIr-f!IJD.CJ






Sare. Myers

Assistant Director Des arer



kffmn Lucas Chiris MeDonnell

GUIRL [ eSLaHe) GG L ESLOHES

L



Kimisha, |.ewis
Production Dramatierapist Movement Director




Speciol, mentions...

Debbu?, HarLow
Stage Marager

With special, thanks to...



