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A new story about the stories we choose to believe.

When a podcast producer sets out to investigate the

infamous 1938 radio broadcast of The War of the

Worlds that sparked mass panic, she uncovers more

than just the myth.

As interviews unravel and personal histories blur

with public truths, The War of the Worlds becomes a

gripping journey through memory, manipulation,

and the need to be heard.

This reimagining of H.G. Wells’ classic asks: What

happens when the line between truth and fiction

isn’t just blurred—but weaponised?
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NOTE FROM Jay Zorenti-nakhid,

the belgrade’s associate director

The Belgrade Ensemble began as we saw a gap for early-career performers around

Coventry to develop their craft. We noticed that while there was no shortage of talent,

there was a need for a structured, supportive environment where these performers could

truly develop their craft in a working producing theatre.

In 2023, we launched the first cohort of the Belgrade Ensemble, an eight-month free

training programme designed to provide early-career performance artists with the tools,

mentorship, and opportunities they needed to grow. This initiative was rooted in our

commitment to co-creation and community engagement, aligning with the Belgrade

Theatre’s vision of being a place where diversity powers storytelling.

After attending the For with By festival in Madrid, the inaugural Ensemble culminated in

‘Rooftop,’ a devised theatre piece that showcased the growth and creativity of our

participants. Building on this, the 2024/25 Ensemble expanded to an eleven-month

programme, offering participants the chance to perform in our production of ‘Romeo and

Juliet’ and to perform in this production of The War of the Worlds in our B2 space, further

embedding them in the professional theatre-making process.

Our belief is simple: local talent deserves local investment. By providing early-career

performers with consistent support, we aim to nurture not just their skills, but their

confidence and sense of belonging within the theatre community. The Ensemble is a space

where performers can find their voice, connect with peers, and envision a future in the

arts.

Seeing the Ensemble members grow, take risks, and contribute meaningfully to our

productions reaffirms our commitment to this initiative. It’s a testament to what can

happen when we believe in our local talent and provide them with the opportunities they

need to thrive. THE
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The Belgrade Ensemble 2024/25 cohort also includes: Amy Mairead-Newey,
Hemma Devi Chopra, Mia Mohač, Mollie Dibb.

Kaitlyn Elward
Muhibb Nazir

Rhianna Morris
Thomas Moran

Alex Shinnick
Amy Young

Connor McKervey
James Hunter

Cast

FUNDERS AND SUPPORTERS

The Belgrade Ensemble is generously supported by the Paul Hamlyn Foundation.

CREATIVE TEAM

Artistic Director , Belgrade Theatre - Corey Campbell
Director - Jay Zorenti-Nakhid

Producer - Charlotte Titcombe
Set and Costume Designer - Kritika Agarwal

Sound Designer - Jasraj Sahota
Lighting Designer - Rob Coates
Stage Manager - Jess Kendall

Sound Technician - Jason Sylvester
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Rhum + Clay is led by artistic directors Julian Spooner and

Matthew Wells, and was formed in 2010 at Ecole Jacques Lecoq.

Our work is created through a collaborative devised process,

and always with a different creative ensemble. To date, the

company has created ten new productions, all of which have

been supported by Arts Council England, and have toured the UK

and across the globe extensively. Rhum + Clay’s most notable

previous productions are; the darkly comic satire of political

populism in Project Dictator, the critical smash hit The War of

the Worlds, which used Orson Welles infamous 1938 radio

broadcast to talk about fake news and disinformation. The

ground-breaking TESTOSTERONE which explored masculinity

through the eyes of a trans man in a men’s changing room, solo-

show Mistero Buffo which addressed the plight of the gig

economy worker and won the prestigious Stage Award for

acting excellence, and Everything Has Changed commissioned in

the height of COVID to respond to the challenges faced by young

people, the show was critically acclaimed and later

transferred to the Southbank Centre. Their next midscale

production, Technicolor, will premiere and tour the UK in

Autumn 2026.

Rhum + Clay
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Isley Lynn is an Olivier nominated playwright, and most recent

winner of the ‘Charles Wintour Most Promising Playwright

Award’ at the Evening Standard Theatre Awards for their play

The Swell. Most recently, their audio drama Tether (BBC Radio 4)

received the 2025 Imison Award. Isley was a finalist for the 2021-

22 Women’s Prize for Playwriting with Furies, and their play Skin

A Cat was awarded Pick Of The Year at Vault Festival 2016 and

nominated for four Off West End Awards (Most Promising New

Playwright - shortlist, Best New Play, Best Lead Female, Best

Director). Their contribution to 15 Heroines (The Desert: Canace

- A Good Story) earned critical acclaim.

Isley lynn
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Applications to join the 25/ 26 cohort of the Belgrade
Ensemble are now open!

A free, year-long creative programme for early-career performers aged 18–
25 from Coventry and the surrounding region, the Ensemble will work with

professional artists to create and perform and original production. 

To find out more and to apply, visit: 

www.belgrade.co.uk/projects/belgrade-ensemble-2025/

Photo of the Belgrade Ensemble 24/25 cohort.
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