





Belgrade Theatre Coventry and The Gate Theatre present

by Katriona O'Sullivan | Adapted by Sonya Kelly
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https://www.coventryhaven.co.uk/
https://www.coventryhaven.co.uk/
http://www.kairoswwt.org.uk/



https://www.belgrade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Poor-Content-Guidance.docx
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	THANK YOU
	Belgrade Theatre would like to thank Raphael Martin, as well as Poor’s original cast from its Dublin premiere in 2025.
	The Gate Theatre would like to acknowledge and thank our donors, Peter Crowley and Neill Hughes, whose support has been instrumental to the development of new work, such as Poor.

	Welcome to the Belgrade Theatre!
	A warm welcome to the Belgrade Theatre and to our co-production with Gate Theatre Dublin, of Poor, by Katriona O'Sullivan.
	We’re really pleased to be able to bring this play to Coventry, where Katriona was born and where her incredibly powerful and inspiring story began.
	Whilst Poor was originally produced in Dublin at the Gate Theatre, where it’s enjoyed two incredibly successful, critically acclaimed runs, we were really keen to ensure Coventry audiences got a chance to see the show here as well. Our commitment to producing shows that are created with, by and for our local communities, and that support local talent, remains at the heart of the Belgrade’s work.
	We really hope you enjoy the show and come out feeling inspired by its themes of hope, resilience and community.
	Emma Flatley, Interim CEO Corey Campbell, Artistic Director

	A Note from the Author
	Rehearsals
	Rehearsals
	Rehearsals
	Rehearsals
	Production Photos
	Production Photos
	Katriona O’Sullivan And The Legacy Of Storm Trees
	I typed her family holiday in Maplethorpe as she walked by my door, chatting her way to the kitchen, ‘Oh and Sonya Kelly’s in there. She’s adapting my book.’ In the afternoons I’d take a break and go down to the kitchen where she’d be sitting at the table. ‘Hey Sonya. Where are you up to now?’ So I’d tell her where I was up to, and she’d tell me all about the Blue Lion Pub or Stoneycroft Tower, or Sandra and Keith, or Mrs Arkinson. Then I’d go back to my room and write it all down.
	I thought about the image of those storm trees a lot during the rehearsals for Poor, while I watched Jess, the choreographer work with the cast to build the skills and trust required to hold up the actors who play Katriona, show after show. Their strength and her trust are all she has between herself and the ground. It is no easy feat, to hold another person up, but what this book has taught me is that nothing is impossible. Just ask those storm trees up in Monaghan.
	My heartfelt thanks to Katriona O’Sullivan for allowing me to be part on this extraordinary journey, and to Dave, the storm tree who holds her up. It has been the privilege of my career to deliver this play, and to be part of the legacy of this book that has brought so much to so many people. My deepest appreciation also to Michelle King, Thomas Conway, Róisín McBrinn, Colm O’Callaghan, the Gate staff, the entire cast, creative, stage management and technical teams of Poor who worked so tirelessly to bring this magnificent story to their stage. And of course to my own storm tree, my amazing wife Kate Ferris.
	It was cold that February, but Katriona still got in the lake, and I typed to the sound of her squeals bouncing off the broken forest around us. It has been without exception, the most surreal and privileged thing I have ever experienced: Katriona O’Sullivan, alive in all her present tense in one room, and her past, her memories, all her pain and pockets of sunshine coming out of my hands in another.
	One day she came in the back door and into the kitchen from a walk, and showed me a photo she’d taken. ‘Two trees fell against each other during the storm. That’s just like me and my husband, Dave - a pair of storm trees holding each other up.’
	And to you, thank you for coming to Poor, and for supporting Irish theatre.
	Writers
	Writers
	KATRIONA O'SULLIVAN
	SONYA KELLY


	Cast
	Writers
	SUE COLLINS ENSEMBLE
	JOHN CRONIN ENSEMBLE
	HILDA FAY TILLY


	Cast
	SHAUNA HARRIS  ENSEMBLE
	SHAUNA HARRIS
	ENSEMBLE

	AIDAN KELLY
	TONY

	HOLLIE LAWLOR
	YOUNG KATRIONA



	Cast
	BEN MORRIS EMSEMBLE
	AISLING O'MARA KATRIONA
	PIPPA OWENS
	YOUNG KATRIONA


	Wraparound Programme
	COMMUNITY PARTNERS
	Coventry Haven
	www.coventryhaven.co.uk

	Kairos
	www.kairoswwt.org.uk
	WRAPAROUND ACTIVITY

	Wed 6 May: Relational Social Work Podcast – Live
	11.30am–12.30pm | B1

	Wed 6 May: Belgrade Book Club: Poor
	6.00pm | No.71


	Wraparound Programme
	Fri 8 May: Coventry Women’s Partnership Drop-In
	10.30am–12.30pm
	Join us for an open, welcoming advice drop‑in event inspired by the themes of Poor.
	This is a space to reflect, create, and connect. Partners from Coventry Women's partnership will be on hand to give support and advice on a range of things covered in the play. This include advice around benefits, care, housing and employment.  There will also be creative activity to explore your own experiences in a relaxed, supportive environment.
	Drop in anytime, stay as long as you like, and be part of a conversations about what it means to live, struggle, and hope in a world where so many are labelled “poor”.
	Staff from Central England Law Centre, Kairos, Foleshill Women's Training and Haven will be in attendance.

	IF YOU HAVE BEEN AFFECTED BY ANY OF THE THEMES OR ISSUES RAISED IN THIS PRODUCTION, PLEASE KNOW THAT SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE.
	FOLLOW THIS LINK FOR FURTHER SUPPORT RESOURCES.


	Creatives
	RÓISÍN MCBRINN  DIRECTOR
	AEDÍN COSGROVE  SET DESIGNER
	LARA CAMPBELL  COSTUME DESIGNER
	PAUL KEOGAN  LIGHTING DESIGNER

	Creatives
	SINÉAD DISKIN  SOUND DESIGNER & COMPOSER
	PADRAIG DOONEY  MUSICAL DIRECTOR
	JESS WILLIAMS  MOVEMENT DIRECTOR
	MICHAEL DUNNE  AV DESIGNER & PROGRAMMER
	ULTAN DE STÁINLÉIGH  ASSOCIATE SOUND DESIGNER
	GHALIAH CONROY  ASSOCIATE MOVEMENT DIRECTOR


	Creatives
	CATHAL QUINN  VOICE DIRECTOR
	EMMA FINEGAN  RESIDENT ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

	People-led theatre. Powered by the community. Made possible by you.

	A Stage  For All
	Scan here to donate.
	You are at the heart of A Stage for All. You can turn local stories into extraordinary theatre, celebrate your community and amplify Coventry’s diverse voices.
	Together, we’ll create theatre that inspires, educates and transforms. Join our journey and make every story count - because it starts with you.
	Share the story. Shape the stage. Support A Stage for All.
	Be inspired. Be carried away. Belong.

	Be a Belgrade  Member
	Scan here to start saving.
	Want priority booking , plus discounts on tickets and food and drink?
	Of course you do!
	All that and more can be yours with a Belgrade membership from just £35.

	Breakfasts, Brownies  Bubbles!
	Lunch with friends? Afternoon Tea with mum? Fed up working from home?
	Open daily from 9am, the Belgrade Café is one of the most popular in the city centre, with friendly staff, free WIFI and a tempting selection of freshly prepared food.
	Upstairs, Nineteen 58 is THE place to soak up the excitement before a show, or simply enjoy a great night out with family and friends in one of Coventry’s most stylish bars. Cheers!

	Take Part, and Really Take Off!
	Playing your part needn’t mean playing a part. Whether you’re a student, a keen amateur, a parent looking to entertain their kids, or you’re looking to develop a career in the Arts, there is a place for you at the Belgrade.
	We’ll provide workshops, drama classes, support and mentors - YOU bring the ideas, energy, enthusiasm and talent.
	Find out how you can play your part at the Belgrade.

	The More, The Merrier (& Cheaper!)
	Celebrating a birthday?
	A night out with friends?
	Big works do?
	Book as a group of 6 – 10 and save 10% off
	your tickets, with extra special rates available
	for groups of more than 10.
	Grab a group deal at: groups@belgrade.co.uk

	Staff
	Board of Directors
	Jonothan Neelands (Chair) Annette Hay (Vice Chair) Harry Banga Colin Bell Jacqui Clements Rosalyn Forbes Robin Heer Tyrone Huggins
	Peter Male Kerry Radden Thanh Sinden Karamjit Singh Tony Skipper Anjula Thiru Rebecca Warwick
	Creative Associates  Set/Costume Trainee Kritika Agarwal Sound Trainee Jasraj Sahota
	Marketing, Development and Box Office Team Deputy Communications Manager Emma Rowan Development Consultant Helen Hotchkiss Development Officer Amelia Barry Social Media & Content Officer Guneet Takhar  Marketing Officer Jodie Gillies Marketing & Communications Assistant Sophia Bengtsson-Wheeler Box Office & Sales Manager Sarah Benn Senior Box Office/Sales Assistant Siobhan Twomey Box Office Assistant Charles Bloch Box Office Assistant Emma Carter Box Office Assistant Divya Konda Box Office Assistant Natasha Lea Box Office Assistant Rhianna Morris Box Office Assistant Nicci Selby Box Office Assistant/Usher Sachin Sharma Box Office Assistant Ollie Watson Box Office Assistant/Usher Lisa Woodford Box Office/Operations Assistant Paul Yates

	Springboard Companies Blindspot Theatre  Dauntless Evolution  That’s A Rap
	Belgrade Theatre Enterprises Ltd Derek Barnes  Laura Elliot  Charnjit Saranna Julie White
	Ramps on the Moon

	Photograph by: Ros Kavanagh FROM LEFT TO RIGHT Sue Collins Aidan Kelly Pippa Owens Aisling O'Mara John Cronin  Ben Morris

